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Are we ready
to let farmers

and gardeners
choose?




Safeguarding Europe's Cultivated Plant ﬁ
Diversity
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® LETS
S, LIBERATE
® DIVERSITY!

Countries across all the Varietes maintend and
Europan Region managed by the network

The European Coordination Let’s Liberate Diversity!
(ECLLD) is an international nonprofit organization '
dedicated to the dynamic management of plant ) 5 2 O 3 5 2 2 O

genetic resources for food and agriculture.
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Our core belief is that the diversification of our food ;
systems can be achieved through the collaborative

e f
efforts of various stakeholders involved in cultivated 1 70 1 6 O O O

blOd ive rSIty. Organisations part of the Farmers and gardeners
network involved in c}{rnjmﬁc ¥
! management of cultivatec
biodiversity
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Restrictive marketing legislation jeopardises agro-biodiversity

The aim of the EU directives (1960s) was to promote the intensification of
agriculture

* No free circulation of seeds

 Market access is restricted through industrial breeding norms (DUS, VCU,
certification) that favour varieties with a high degree of genetic
uniformity

Negative consequences by design for
e crop diversity
 farmers' seed production

* micro-enterprises
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In order to "protect”
farmers and gardeners the
EU seed legislation restricts
them from using diversity

Let's let them
choose
themselves!




Latest governance developments ‘ﬁ
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Parliament rejected proposed EU seed regulation in 2014
e Bigthreat to agro-biodiversity prevented

e 15 yes votes, 650 no votes, and 13 abstentions

EU Organic Regulation (entry into force 2022)

* Introduced simplified notification procedure for "organic heterogeneous material"
(populations, etc.)

Outside of EU seed law:

e 2018 adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants (UNDROP)
including a right to seed




EU-wide petition .ﬁ
"Raise our forks for diversity!”

* The conservation and sustainable use ;

of locally adapted crop diversity is the : ;
over-riding priority. Raise our forks!

 The human right of farmers and 200’000

gardeners to harvest, use, exchange
and sell their own seeds must be
implemented fully.

supporters
Thankyou!

* The marketing of diverse and locally
adapted varieties by regional seed
producers must be facilitated.

* Newly approved varieties must not be
dependent on pesticides or synthetic
fertilisers.



The good news *ﬁ
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We can reach a Win-Win situation

No need to compromise on either or
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What is needed for the dynamic conservation of
cultivated plant diversity?
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Let us do our work!




What is needed for the dynamic conservation of ﬁ

cultivated plant diversity?
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» (State) gene banks cannot conserve the full genetic diversity alone

* They rely on the engagement of other actors to fulfil state obligations under
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
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Farmers and farmer networks
Seed saver associations
Private fruit collections

Seed libraries

Local seed companies

Charities, schools, seed projects

 Work goes beyond static preservation — on farm and in garden conservation
allows for continuous adaptation to changing environments



What is needed for the dynamic conservation of ﬁ
cultivated plant diversity?
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All actors involved need legal certainty to be able to transfer PRM for its
conservation freely

o an exemption from scope needs to be - like the other exemptions
for breeding and research - defined by purpose (conservation) and
not by the actor (gene bank)

National gene banks support this general exemption!

Parliament has proposed quantity limits that would prevent any misuse or
"unfair competition”

o Note: Other exemptions have no such limitations!




The remaining genetic
diversity and
decentralised, local seed
production will be our

“lifeline” to provide more
resilience.




Thank you!
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