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Conservation varieties

09/03/2026 Rete Semi Rurali on farm trials in Tuscany
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The case of Conservation varieties

(29) ‘conservation variety’ (29) ‘conservation variety’ means a variety that is:
means a variety that is: ()

either a traditionally grown landrace or a newly bred
)] traditionally variety (modern landrace) derived from on-farm selection or
{1\ W T Y= WAL TNV VA . T(=T: Bl bred for adaptation to local conditions in the context of the
under specific local sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and
conditions in the Union, and [El{g(SI{[¢=F

adapted to those conditions;

and
- Xem not an F1 hybrid variety;

(b) characterised by a [{{s) characterised by a satisfactory level of genetic and
high level of genetic and phenotypical diversity between individual reproductive units;
phenotypical diversity

between individual

reproductive units;
(ba) not subject, as a whole or in genetic components, to

intellectual property rights that limit its use for conservation,
research, breeding, education, including on farm by a farmer
who uses the PRM grown on the farm, of that variety for those
objectives;
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Key elements

Landrace

Newly bred

Satisfactory level
of genetic
diversity




The Council position
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Conservation

varieties

Local varieties

Only fruit
and
vegetable

Traditionally

grown

Newly bred




Our requests/proposals
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KEEP the
scope of these
varieties!

Traditionally

CONSERVATION Fruit and
VARIETIES vegetable

Landrace

Agricultural

LOCAL VARIETIES species

Newly bred

derived from on-farm selection or bred
for adaptation to local conditions in the

context of sustainable use of plant
genetic resources for food and
agriculture
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Agricultural self-pollinating species

»We need to keep a legal space between Organic Heterogeneous Materials
and Uniform varieties

Dynamic
management
of diversity

09/03/2026 ON FARM FIELD PLOT IN TUSCANY (OHM and IRII M
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The importance of non-DUS varieties and organic
varieties for organic farmers and breeders

Adaptability to climate change

Better cooperation with the soil microbiome

Adaptability to low-input conditions

Have (more sustainable) polygenic disease resistances
Maintaining broad diversity

Allows adaptability to (unknown) future farming conditions
Provide broad choice of crop varieties to farmers

GMO and NGT-free varieties

09/03/2026 m L ,‘ve
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| LiveSeeding

Proposed protocols for adjusted DUS
and VCU for OVs of selected crop
species in the scope of the temporary

EU experiment on OV

'
Authors: Abco de Buck (LBI)
Edward Gacek (COBORU)
Anna Pia Maria Giulini (CREA-DC)
David Hidrot (GEVES)
Peter Keijzer (LBI)
Tomasz Lenartowicz (COBORU)
Frédéric Rey (ITAB)
Gebhard Rossmanith (BSAG)
Carl Vollenweider {Dottenfelderhof)
Monika Messmer (FiBL)

Positive aspects of the PRM proposal
regarding organic varieties

v" Supports the registration of organic varieties and
ultimately increase their availability
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50% of Dutch potato varieties selected by farmer
breeders, e.g. ‘hobby’ breeders

= Number of varieties grown in the Netherlands

. = Number of Dutch varieties

. = Number of vaneties from Dulch farmer breeders

= Total area of seed potatoes (ha)

= Area seed potatoes cuitivated with
Dutch varieties (ha)

= Area seed potafoes cultivated with Duich
varieties from farmer breeders (ha)

LO Louis Bolk
</ |Instituut
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ORGANIC PLANT BREEDING & SUSTAINABILITY i LiveSeeding

New PRM law: options for different cultivar types need to be maintained to

promote organic and other sustainable farming systems

Free of GMO & NGT, no patents

Organic Conservation and DLk
Heterogeneous . . Organic Varieties
local varieties

Material varieties (PVP)

e oo e brecing

or heterogeneity to achieve higher resilience
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The proposed PRM can support fostering diversity in breeding
approaches and interconnecting breeding orientations

SysTEIVlS-BASED BREED’NG
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Agro-biodiversity

BREEDING

Ecosystem services

Climate robustness

European Consortium for Organic Plant Breeding Vision on the future:

(Nuijten et al. 2025)

. Lammerts van Bueren et al. 2018)



Thank you for your attention!
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