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Soil monitoring and resilience (Soil Monitoring Directive)

The new — and first — EU directive on soil

Context

Healthy soils are essential for food security, biodiversity and climate protection. They provide the
basis for agricultural production, store carbon and filter water. However, the European
Environment Agency's report "Europe's environment 2025" once again demonstrates the desolate
state of our soils. 62% of European soils show signs of degradation. Agricultural and urban areas
are particularly affected, but so are many wetlands and parts of forest soils. This development
not only jeopardises ecological stability, but also long-term security of supply and the
achievement of European climate and biodiversity targets.

Political action at EU level and in Germany

As part of the European Green Deal, the European Commission presented a new EU soil strategy
for 2030 in 2021. The aim is to restore all soil ecosystems in the EU to a healthy state by 2050. In
the spring of the same year, the European Parliament once again called for a binding legislative
proposal on soil protection in a resolution, but without the votes of the conservatives. Since the
early 2000s, a conservative alliance, strongly influenced by the agricultural lobby, has prevented
EU-wide legislation on soil protection — an attitude that runs counter to all logic, was already a
mistake at the time, and is entirely out of step with today’s challenges and the goals of the Green
Deal.

Originally, the European Commission had aimed for a soil protection regulation that would apply
directly in all Member States. However, it then turned this into a soil monitoring directive: on

5 July 2023, it presented its proposal for a directive on soil monitoring and resilience.

The European Parliament and the Council of the European Union have since developed their
positions on this proposal and subsequently agreed on a final version of the directive that is
acceptable to all three institutions in the so-called trilogue negotiations. That was in April 2025. On
23 October, the new directive was finally voted on in the plenary session of the European
Parliament.

The final directive differs significantly from the Commission's original proposal in a number of
respects. From a Green perspective, the already weak Commission proposal has been further
watered down. Work on the text was dominated by threats from the conservative European
People's Party (EPP) to scrap the directive altogether if it did not get its way in the negotiations. It
argued that the directive would create unnecessary bureaucracy for landowners. In addition, the
EPP fought tooth and nail against the text explicitly stating that the type of land management has
an impact on soil health. The EPP's argument is not supported by the text of the regulation; on the
contrary, farmers benefit from knowing the condition of their soil.
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However, in the field of agriculture, not even the German Federal Soil Protection Act provides
sufficient protection for soil functions. It prevents neither contamination with agricultural
chemicals nor humus loss or soil compaction, as Section 17 refers only to

"good professional practice", which is not further defined. The weak conditionality requirements
for "good agricultural and environmental condition" (GAEC) for receiving direct payments in the
current agricultural reform have also been cut back beyond recognition in recent months, driven
by a pretextual "bureaucracy" debate. In the long term, we urgently need a European regulatory
framework that gives soil protection the same attention and protection as the protection of air
and water!"

The final text of the EU directive allows member states more flexibility and focuses the chapter on
sustainable soil management in very general terms on supporting improvements in soil health and
soil resilience.

Key content of the directive on soil monitoring and resilience

* Objective
By 2050, all soils in the EU should be healthy. However, this objective is not legally binding,
but is formulated as a guideline or desired goal; national soil health plans are not
mandatory.

* Monitoring soil health
Member States must regularly monitor and assess soil health throughout their territory.
To this end, common soil descriptors and a uniform EU-wide methodology for selecting
sampling points and measuring indicators will be used.
Existing national soil monitoring networks or comparable methods can continue to be
used for this purpose.

» Assessment and need for action
Based on the assessments to be carried out every six years, the competent authorities
must identify areas with insufficient soil health. Targeted support measures must be
provided for these areas.

e Technical and financial requirements
Member States are required to regularly assess their technical and financial resource
needs for improving soil health and resilience.

* EU Commission knowledge repository
To support Member States, the European Commission will set up a central knowledge
repository on soil resilience. This will contain practical information on sustainable soil
management practices and will be continuously updated.

« Watch list for soil contaminants
No later than one and a half years after the Directive enters into force, the Commission
will draw up an indicative list of soil contaminants, including pesticides, their metabolites
and PFAS. These substances are selected because of their risk to soil, environmental and
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human health.
The list will be adapted to scientific and technical progress as necessary.

+ Land use
The Directive focuses on the issues of soil sealing and soil erosion. Member States must
regularly update the relevant indicators (at least every three years), analyse their values
and assess the impact on ecosystem services.

« Contaminated sites
Member States must draw up a list of potentially contaminating activities in order to
identify sites at risk. These may be prioritised according to scientific relevance.

* Transparency
The results of soil monitoring and assessment shall be made publicly available in the form

of aggregated data.

Further reading

2 https://www.martin-haeusling.eu/presse-medien/pressemitteilungen/3262-abstimmung-

zur-boden-monitoring-richtlinie-bodenschutz-in-der-eu-immerhin-jetzt-wird-
gemessen.html
> https://martin-haeusling.eu/themen/bodenschutz-landgrabbing.html

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= WAzH-JcOUM&t=1s
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